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SUBJECT: FIVE-YEAR PLAN: MINOR PROGRESS REPORTED 

REF: CAIRO 8491 

1 . PRESS COVERS JULY 6 MEETING OF HIGHER PLANNING 
COMMITTEE, UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF PM SALEM, TO 
CONSIDER VARIOUS ASPECTS OF PROPOSED FIVE YEAR 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN, WHICH IS REPORTEDLY TO BE 
SUBMITTED TO CABINET IN "NEXT FEW DAYS"- IN 
OUTLINE FORM. 

2. PARTICULAR STRESS WAS PLACED ON RECENT DECISIONS 
BY PRESIDENT SADAT TO INCREASE, ON URGENT BASIS, 
PRODUCTION OF POULTRY, EGGS AND MILK, IN AN EFFORT 

TO ACHIEVE POLICY OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FOOD PRODUCTION. 
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IN SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME, E.G. BY END OF 1976 
IN CASE OF POULTRY. 

3. MININFO OTEIFY ANNOUNCED AT END OF COMMITTEE 
SESSION THAT CONSIDERATION WAS GIVEN TO "PRIORITYES 
FOR EXTRA INVESTMENTS' ", TOTALLING LE 3 BILLION, 

OVER AND ABOVE LE 8 BILLION THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN SET AS PROPOSED INVESTMENT CEILING FOR PLAN. 

4. COMMENT: HIGHER PLANNING COMMITTEE AND MINPLANNING ARE 
GRAPPLING WITH SERIOUS AND 

INTRACTABLE PROBLEM IN COMMENDABLE MANNER. GIVEN 
DIFFICULTIES OF ESTABLISHING PRIORITYES WITH VIRTUALLY 
NO IDEA OF AVAILABLE FINANCING, IT IS NOT SURPRISING 
THAT PROGRESS HAS THUS FAR BEEN SLOW. TARGET DATE 
FOR SUBMISSION OF PLAN OUTLINE TO ASU CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
(JULY 23) MAY NOW BE SHIFTING FOR POLITICAL RATHER 
THAN ECONOMIC REASONS. PRESS IS SPECULATING THAT MEETING 
PREVIOUSLY FIXED FOR ABOVE DATE MIGHT HAVE TO SLIP 
IN ORDER TO PERMIT MORE CAREFUL PREPARATION 
AND, OF PERHAPS GREATER SIGNIFICANCE, ATTENDANCE BY 
MEMBERS OF PEOPLES ASSEMBLY WHO WILL BE ENGAGED 
IN ELECTIONEERING. 

5. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT GOE WILL MAKE GOOD USE OF ANY 
ADDITIONAL TIME THAT BECOMES AVAILABLE. OUR CONTACTS 
IN MINPLAN REPORT THAT MINISTER AL IMAM HAS HAD 
"FAIR AMOUNT OF SUCCESS" IN HIS EFFORTS TO CONVINCE 
OTHER MINISTERS TO REDUCE BOTH SIZE AND SCOPE OF 
THEIR EARLIER DEMANDS. TO EXTENT HE IS SUCCESSFUL, 

OVERALL PLAN SHOULD BE MORE RATIONAL DOCUMENT. 
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